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Dr. Brian J. Hankla is the acting Director of Science and Technology for Scaled Directed 
Energy (SCADE) under OUSD(R&E), formerly the Joint Directed Energy Transition Office 
(JDETO). With over 30 years of leadership in directed energy and pulsed power, he has 
guided major Department of War R&D efforts including the High Energy Laser Scaling 
Initiative (HELSI), Navy Railgun Pulsed Power, and the Navy Laser Weapon System 
(LaWS). Dr. Hankla holds a Ph.D. in Engineering from the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln and is a proven leader working across government, academia, and industry to 
advance directed energy technologies and deliver innovative capabilities to the 
warfighter. 


