
Tucson: Things to Do When You Have Free Time 

Organized by: Morning Free, Afternoon Free, or Day Free • Sorted closest-to-farthest from Hilton 
Tucson El Conquistador 

Hotel: El Conquistador Tucson, A Hilton Resort, 10000 N Oracle Rd, Tucson, AZ 85704  

Distance note: Mileage is approximate. Driving distance and time will vary. 

Morning Free (2-4 hours) 
• Tohono Chul - < 5 mi - Desert gardens, trails, and a small gallery/cafe - easy, low-

commitment outing. Link 
• Catalina State Park - < 5 mi - Short hikes with Catalina Mountain views; good “one trail 

before lunch” option. Link 
• Sabino Canyon Tours - ~15 mi - Canyon walks + optional tram; one of Tucson’s most popular 

nature stops. Link 
• Tucson Botanical Gardens - ~15 mi - Relaxed garden stroll with curated plant collections; 

shaded spots and seasonal exhibits. Link 
• Mount Lemmon (Catalina Highway / Sky Island) - ~15 mi - Dramatic elevation change for 

cooler temps and viewpoints; scenic drive and trails. Link 

Afternoon Free (3-5 hours) 
• Sabino Canyon Tours - ~15 mi - Canyon walks + optional tram; one of Tucson’s most popular 

nature stops. Link 
• Mount Lemmon (Catalina Highway / Sky Island) - ~15 mi - Dramatic elevation change for 

cooler temps and viewpoints; scenic drive and trails. Link 
• Tucson Museum of Art - ~15mi - Art museum in the Presidio District; solid half-day culture 

stop downtown. Link 
• Reid Park Zoo - ~16 mi - Compact, well-liked zoo; easy afternoon activity. Link 
• Gates Pass - ~20 mi - Classic Tucson viewpoint area; especially good later in the day. Link 

Day Free (6-10 hours) 

Option A - Nature “Top Hits” Day 
• Sabino Canyon Tours - ~15 mi - Canyon walks + optional tram; one of Tucson’s most popular 

nature stops. Link 
• Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum - ~25 mi - Signature Tucson attraction blending zoo, 

botanical garden, and natural history. Link 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/tushthh-el-conquistador-tucson/
https://tohonochul.org/
https://azstateparks.com/catalina
https://sabinocanyoncrawler.com/
https://tucsonbotanical.org/
https://www.visittucson.org/things-to-do/outdoors/mountains/mount-lemmon/
https://sabinocanyoncrawler.com/
https://www.visittucson.org/things-to-do/outdoors/mountains/mount-lemmon/
https://tucsonmuseumofart.org/
https://reidparkzoo.org/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60950-d561949-Reviews-Gates_Pass-Tucson_Arizona.html
https://sabinocanyoncrawler.com/
https://www.desertmuseum.org/


• Saguaro National Park (West) - <30 mi - Scenic drive and short trails among dense saguaro 
stands. Link 

• Gates Pass - ~20 mi - Classic Tucson viewpoint area; especially good later in the day. Link 

Option B - Aviation + Mission Day 
• Pima Air & Space Museum - ~25 mi - One of the largest aviation museums in the U.S.; plan 

multiple hours. Link 
• Mission San Xavier del Bac - ~25 mi - Iconic historic mission with striking architecture and 

art. Link 
• Tucson Museum of Art (Downtown) - <15 mi - Wrap with downtown dinner after the 

museum. Link 

Option C - Easy-Paced Gardens + City Day 
• Tohono Chul - ~5 mi - Start with desert gardens and a calm morning. Link 
• Tucson Botanical Gardens - ~15 mi - Midday gardens - good if you want an easy pace. Link 
• Tucson Museum of Art - <15 mi - Afternoon culture downtown. Link 
• Reid Park Zoo - ~16 mi - Optional add-on before dinner (9AM-4PM). Link 

More ideas: 
• Visit Tucson - Things to Do Link 

https://www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60950-d561949-Reviews-Gates_Pass-Tucson_Arizona.html
https://pimaair.org/
https://www.sanxaviermission.org/
https://tucsonmuseumofart.org/
https://tohonochul.org/
https://tucsonbotanical.org/
https://tucsonmuseumofart.org/
https://reidparkzoo.org/
https://www.visittucson.org/things-to-do/
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